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with Montenegro. ** You speak," he said, look-
ing the President in the face, " of financial diffi-
culties, yet how am I to believe in their exist-
ence when I see around me so much luxury,
such brilliant uniforms, such splendid palaces,
such fine carriages, such costly horses ? Come
to my part of the world: there you shall see
misery, if you like! Like the rest of us at home,
I wore only the oldest of raiment. Yet, finding
myself here amid all this splendour, 1 was filled
with shame and, at some sacrifice, I bought the
ready-made coat in which you see me. Well, if
the good of my country demands it, I would
gladly, rather than see others always interfering
in our affairs, sell this coat and go back to my
rags."
The first Parliament, not being sufficiently
amenable to the will of the sovereign, was dis-
solved in July 1877. A new assembly was con-
voked for the following December* The Presi-
dent dismissed the deputies to their homes, with
the frank and flattering behest that on the next
occasion they should so arrange their elections
as to return "reasonable deputies, who would
know what their country needed of them!"
Yet the second Parliament (1877-8) also
brought patriotic deputies in direct conflict with
Abd-ul-Hamid. The Mohammedan element
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